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Mrs. Dwinell Creese, School Counselor
Students N-Z

dwinellcreese@johnston.k12.nc.us

Mrs. Laurel Freeman, School Counselor
Students G-M

laurelfreeman@johnston.k12.nc.us

Mrs. Katie McAnally, Director of Student Services
Students A-F

katiemcanally@johnston.k12.nc.us

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Welcome to West Johnston High School. I encourage you to check
our website frequently for important announcements concerning

class schedule pickup, parking pass sales, orientation, and the
outstanding achievements of our students.  Please contact Student

Services as soon as your address or phone numbers change to
ensure we have the most up-to-date contact information for your

family.
I look forward to working with you and your family throughout

the year.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Swartz, Principal
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BELL SCHEDULES

Regular Bell Schedule
2022-2023

Event Time Minutes

1st Block 7:15 - 8:39 84

West
Success/

Homeroom

8:44 - 9:21
Monday - 1st Block
Tuesday - 2nd Block

Wednesday - West Success/HR
Thursday - 3rd Block

Friday - 4th Block

37

2nd Block 9:26 - 10:50 84

3rd Block
10:55 - 12:47

A Lunch: 10:55 - 11:20
B Lunch: 11:24 - 11:49
C Lunch: 11:53 - 12:18
D Lunch: 12:22 - 12:47

112
(83

Instructional
Minutes)

4th Block 12:52 - 2:15 83
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Link to alternative bell schedules 2022-2023

CALENDAR OF PROGRESS REPORTS AND
REPORT CARDS

Unless requested of your teacher, students and parents will access
progress reports and report cards through their PowerSchool
accounts. Please contact Michelle Applequist, Data Manager, if
you do not have PowerSchool access.
michelleapplequiest@johnston.k12.nc.us

Fall Semester Spring Semester

Progress Report
Dates

Report Card Dates Progress Report
Dates

Report Card Dates

September 16, 2022 February 21, 2023

October 7, 2022 November 7, 2022 March 13, 2023 April 17, 2023

November 29, 2022 April 28, 2023

January 5, 2023 February 6, 2023 May 18, 2023 June 8, 2023

ATTENDANCE

SIGN-IN FOR LATE ARRIVAL
Any student who arrives after 7:15 must report to the Attendance
Office in Student Services to receive a tardy slip and pass to class.
If you are more than 30 minutes late to class, you will be marked
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absent for that block and you should have a note from a
parent/guardian, physician, court official, etc. explaining your
absence. This will be handled the same as any other absence.

AFTER AN ABSENCE
On the day you return to school, you should bring a note to the
attendance office or send an email to
wjhsattendance@johnston.k12.nc.us signed by your
parent/guardian, physician, court official, etc. stating the dates and
reason for your absence/s along with your full name. If you do
not have a note, your absence will be coded as “unexcused” until
you have cleared this with the attendance office. Go to the
attendance office as soon as you arrive at school. Be sure to
allow enough time to get to class. The last five minutes before
the tardy bell are the busiest. If you are tardy, you will not be
excused and a tardy will be issued.

EARLY DEPARTURE
Anyone leaving school before the final bell is making an early
departure. If you know in advance that you will be leaving early,
you should bring a note from your parent/guardian to the
Attendance Office prior to 7:15 a.m. and obtain an early dismissal
form. When the time for departure comes, you will show the form
to your teacher and come to the Attendance Office to sign out.
Every student must sign out before leaving school, even if you
have a note. If you are driving yourself, you may then leave after
signing out. If your parent/guardian is coming to get you, that
individual will sign you out once he/she arrives and this person
must have a photo ID.

If you do not know in advance that you will be leaving (i.e.,
sickness), an Early Departure Slip will be filled out in the
Attendance Office and signed by you once the Attendance Officer
or other designated adult has made phone contact with your
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parent/guardian and permission to leave has been granted.
If a parent/guardian comes to school to pick you up

unexpectedly, an Early Departure Slip will be completed in the
Attendance Office and you will be called to the office to sign out.
We encourage parents who are checking out students, to do so
prior to 2:00 pm.

Forged Notes:  Students discovered turning in forged notes will
have each subsequent parental note verified by phone call.
Forgery will result in disciplinary action.

ATTENDANCE POLICY
Policy Code: 4400 Attendance

Attendance in school and participation in class are integral parts
of academic achievement and the teaching-learning process.
Through regular attendance, students develop patterns of behavior
essential to professional and personal success in life.  Regular
attendance by every student is mandatory.  The State of North
Carolina requires that every child in the State between the ages of
7 (or younger if enrolled) and 16 attend school.  Parents and legal
guardians are responsible for ensuring that students attend and
remain at school daily.

A. Attendance Records

School officials shall keep accurate records of attendance,
including accurate attendance records in each class.  Attendance
records will be used to enforce the Compulsory Attendance Law
of North Carolina.

B. Excused Absences

When a student must miss school, a written excuse signed by a
parent or guardian must be presented to the student’s teacher on
the day the student returns after an absence.  Absences due to
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extended illnesses may also require a statement from a physician.
An absence may be excused for any of the following reasons:

1. personal illness or injury that makes the student
physically unable to attend school;

2. isolation ordered by the State Board of Health;

3. death in the immediate family;

4. medical or dental appointment of the student;

5. participation as a party, or under subpoena as a
witness in a court proceeding;

6. for observance of an event required or suggested by
the religion of the student or the student’s  parent or
legal guardian;

7. participation in a valid educational opportunity, such
as travel or service as a legislative or Governor’s
page, with prior approval from the principal;

8. pregnancy and related conditions or parenting, when
medically necessary; or

9. up to two days each academic year for visitation with
the student’s parent or legal guardian if the parent is
an active duty member of the uniformed services as
defined by policy 4050, Children of Military
Families, and (b) has been called to duty for, is on
leave from, or has immediately returned from
deployment to a combat zone or combat support
posting.

In the case of excused absences, short-term out-of-school
suspensions, and absences under G.S. 130A-440 (for failure to
submit a school health assessment form within 30 days of entering
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school) the student will be permitted to make up his or her work.
(See also policies 4110, Immunization and Health Requirements
for School Admission, and 4351, Short-Term Suspension.)  The
teacher will determine when work is to be made up.  The student
is responsible for finding out what assignments are due and
completing them within the specified time period.

C. School-Related Activities

All classroom activities are important and difficult, if not
impossible, to replace if missed.  Principals shall ensure that
classes missed by students due to school-related activities are kept
to an absolute minimum.  The following school-related activities
will not be counted as absences from either class or school:

1. field trips sponsored by the school;
2. job shadows and other work-based learning opportunities,
as described in G.S. 115C-47(34a);
3. school-initiated and -scheduled activities;
4. athletic events that require early dismissal from school;
5. Career and Technical Education student organization
activities approved in advance by the principal; and
6. in-school suspensions.

Assignments missed for these reasons are eligible for makeup by
the student.  The teacher will determine when work is to be made
up.  The student is responsible for finding out what assignments
are due and completing them within the specified time period.

D. Excessive Absences

Class attendance and participation are critical elements of the
educational process and may be taken into account in assessing
academic achievement.  All students must be present for a
minimum of 91% of all class meetings to receive credit for a
course during any grading period. Students are expected to be at
school on time and to be present at the scheduled starting time for
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each class.  Students who are excessively tardy to school or class
may be subject to discipline according to the JCPS Code of
Conduct.

The principal shall notify parents and take all other steps required
by G.S. 115C-378 for excessive absences.

At the discretion of the principal, the 91% requirement may be
waived. If a student is absent from a class more than four classes
per nine weeks, eight classes per semester or sixteen classes per
school year, the principal or a committee established by the
principal shall consider whether the student’s grades should be
reduced because of the absences.  The principal or committee
shall review other measures of academic achievement, the
circumstances of the absences, the number of absences, and the
extent to which the student completed missed work.  A committee
may recommend to the principal and the principal may make any
of the following determinations:

● 1. the student will not receive a passing grade for the
semester;

● 2. the student’s grade will be reduced;
● 3. the student will receive the grade otherwise earned; or
● 4. the student will be given additional time to complete the

missed work before a determination of the appropriate
grade is made.

Students with excused absences due to documented chronic health
problems are exempt from this policy.  In addition, for students
experiencing homelessness (see board policy 4125, Homeless
Students), school officials must consider issues related to the
student’s homelessness, such as a change of caregivers or
nighttime residence, before taking disciplinary action or imposing
other barriers to school attendance based on excessive absences or
tardies.

Excessive absences may impact eligibility for participation in
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interscholastic athletics.  See policy 3620, Extracurricular
Activities and Student Organizations.

TARDIES
○ Students who are not in class when the tardy bell rings will

be marked absent and admitted to class only with a class
admit slip signed by a staff member. Copies of admit slips
will be given to the attendance officer who will change the
class absence to a tardy in PowerSchool. A good practice
is to record the time of a tardy or late arrival in your
printed attendance book.  If a student has a note from a
teacher who held the student after class it is not marked as
tardy.
○ 1st and 2nd Tardies- Verbal Warnings, teacher
documents dates and times for personal reference.
○ 3rd- Parent Contact to inform that administrative
referral and ISS are next steps. Teacher enters tardies 1-3
as one entry into Educators Handbook as a minor offense.
Subsequent tardies are entered individually as a major
offense as they occur.
○ 4th- Administrative conference
○ 5th- Administrative referral, 1 day ISS
○ 6th and beyond- Administrative discipline

HALL PASSES/STUDENT LOCATION
Students must have a hall pass at all times. Passes must include
the student's name, date, time, destination, and signature of the
teacher. Teacher workrooms, teacher lounges, and teacher offices
are off limits and require special permission to enter. It is the
student’s responsibility to receive permission and a hall pass
before leaving the classroom.
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RESTROOM FACILITIES
Everyone is encouraged to use the restroom facilities between
classes. Each student should keep restrooms quiet and clean.
Teachers and administrators monitor the restrooms each day.
Students need permission and a pass from their teacher to use the
restroom during regular class time. Bathrooms are color-coded
and each classroom is assigned to a bathroom. Students should
use the bathroom assigned to the teacher that gives them
permission and a pass. Students are required to report incidents of
smoking and/or graffiti in the restroom.

PHONE USE
Cell phones are permitted at West Johnston High School. If you
bring a cell phone to school, you do so at your own risk. Cell
phones that are lost, stolen, damaged, or misused will not be
replaced by the school. Cell phones are definitely not to be used
by students during class time unless permission is granted by the
teacher. School phones are to be used for emergencies and require
permission from the teacher to go to Student Services to make
calls. School phones are not used to arrange for transportation,
requesting food to be brought to school, and requesting that
homework, projects or other assignments be brought to school.
These are not considered emergencies and it is the responsibility
of the student to take care of these items in advance.

○ Cell phones are not to be used during school hours
unless directed by a teacher for instructional purposes.

○ A teacher or administrator may confiscate a student's cell
phone if it is causing a disruption.

○ Confiscated cell phones will be locked up until they can be
turned into the office.

○ The office will take cell phones and store them according
to the policy listed below:
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○ Offenses: (the office will keep track of these)
○ 1st- cell phone can be picked up by student after

school
○ 2nd- cell phone can be picked up by parent after

school
○ 3rd- cell phone picked up by parent after one week
○ 4th - cell phone picked up by parent at the end of

the quarter

CHROMEBOOK USE
Students are expected to bring a charged chromebook or laptop to
school every day.  If a student needs to borrow a school-issued
device, a parent or guardian must submit a Home Use Technology
Agreement Form. If a student chooses to use a personal
chromebook or laptop, they must register their device on the
WJHS Bring Your Own Device form. Technology use will be
directed at the teacher’s discretion. All students with
school-issued devices will be expected to bring those devices for
testing purposes. Parents and guardians are financially responsible
for school-issued devices that are lost or damaged.  West Johnston
High School/JCPS is not responsible for lost or stolen personal
devices.

SCHOOL BUSES
Riding a Public School Bus is a privilege. Students who do not
comply with the rules and regulations may lose this privilege. If a
student loses his/her privilege to ride the school bus, an assistant
principal will notify the parent/legal guardian. The Johnston
County Code of Student Conduct applies to any student who is on
a school bus, activity bus, or at a school bus stop.

If you have any questions regarding a school bus, such as which
bus you will ride, or where a bus stop is located, please contact
Mrs. Beth Rhyne, the Assistant Principal for transportation. Only
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students who have completed a Transportation Information
Management System (TIMS) form are permitted to ride a school
bus. These forms are available in Student Services and the front
office.

Students are not allowed to ride a bus with another student this
school year.

SCHOOL BUS CONDUCT
Policy Code:  4306 School Bus Conduct
It is the school bus driver's responsibility to report any discipline
problem to the principal. The driver will complete the Johnston
County Schools Bus Incident Report anytime that a student
violates any school bus discipline rule.  The school bus driver will
then turn the Incident Report into the proper school administrator.
Incidents which take place en route home will be handled in the
above manner the following morning.

If a bus driver reports a student is misbehaving and such actions
are determined to constitute an offense meriting suspension from
the bus, the student and student's parents, legal guardian, legal
custodian, or custodial adult under G.S. 115C-366 shall discuss
the matter with the principal.  The principal shall decide if the
student should be suspended permanently from riding the district
bus.  A suspension from riding a district bus is not a suspension
from attending classes, but the student(s) must provide their own
transportation to and from school.

All appeals of school bus suspensions shall be made in
accordance with the Student Grievance policy.

At no time shall the bus operator assume authority for suspending
bus privileges or taking disciplinary action.  If the conduct of a
student becomes such that his or her removal from the bus
becomes essential, the driver shall call the school and get
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assistance from the principal or his/her designee.  A student riding
a school bus shall never be unloaded along the highway except at
his or her designated stop.

STUDENT ID CARDS
Students are expected to have their identification cards with them
at all times while on campus. ID cards must be used when
purchasing breakfast and lunch, or checking books out of the
media center. Student ID cards may also be required when
attending sporting events, band programs, or other events on our
campus. All students will be provided an ID card during their first
year at WJHS. Lost ID cards can be replaced at a cost of  $10.00.
Make checks payable to WJHS. ID cards will  also be used to
enter the building between 6:45am - 7:15 am (Band Room Door)
and 6:45am - 2:35pm (Front Door). To request a student ID,
please complete the request form.

JCPS CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT
WEST JOHNSTON CONSEQUENCES FOR FAILURE TO
FOLLOW THE CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT OF
JOHNSTON COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Students are considered to be under the jurisdiction of school
authorities while in school and when going to and from school.
All students are expected to conduct themselves in an orderly,
courteous, dignified, and respectful manner at all times. In the
maintenance of good order and discipline in our school and on the
school grounds, the authority of all teachers will extend to all
students, whether or not the student has the teacher in class.

Students who violate the policies of WJHS and/or the JCPS Code
of Student Conduct will be afforded due process. In such an event,
administration will apply appropriate disciplinary action in
accordance with the General Statutes and Board Policy.
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PLEASE NOTE:  In the Johnston County Code of Student
Conduct Policy, it is stated that a second violation of most
offenses during a school year could result in long-term suspension
for the remainder of the year. West Johnston High School, in
keeping with its Safe School Plan, will exercise this option to
ensure that all students and teachers have a safe and healthy
climate for teaching and learning. In striving for excellence we
ask our students and parents to study the Student Code of Conduct
carefully.

Policy Code: 4304 Code of Student Conduct

STUDENT AUTOMOBILES
Driving and parking on campus are privileges. The use of any
student automobile resulting in the violation of any school policy
may result in the suspension of driving privileges for the
offenders. In addition, the student may also be assigned time in
ISS and/or be suspended from school. Any careless or reckless
driving by a student on campus will be reported to the SRO.
Students and parents should expect to stop and share early
dismissal paperwork with Ms. Blue at the guard house at the front
gate.

DRIVING ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATES
As of 8/1/98, all students under the age of 18 who have a driving
permit or license issued under the Graduated Driver’s License
guidelines must maintain adequate academic progress in order to
keep a driving permit or license. A student who drops out of
school or does not make adequate progress each
semester will have his/her permit or license revoked.

As of 8/1/98, the Division of Motor Vehicles will not issue a
permit or license unless the student has a Driving Eligibility
Certificate (DEC). The principal’s designee issues the DEC. This
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certificate will be given to students who are enrolled in school and
have demonstrated adequate progress.

When coming for a Driving Eligibility Certificate, you need to
bring the following:

1. Driver’s Education Certificate
2. Your Parent/guardian (he/she needs to sign the form in the

presence of the principal’s designee)

Students must have passing grades on 60% or more of the
expected standard course load. For example, students on a 4x4
block schedule must pass three (3) courses each semester.

As of 7/1/2000 House Bill 57 (the “Lose Control, Lose Your
License” bill) requires a student’s license or permit to be
suspended for one year if he/she is given a suspension or
placement in an alternative education setting of longer than 10
days for possession/sale of alcohol or controlled substances on
school property, bringing/possessing/using a weapon on school
property, or assaulting school personnel on school property.

DRIVING AND PARKING REGULATIONS
1. During each window of availability, parking assignments

will be on a first-come, first-serve basis by grade level.
2. All automobiles parked on the school grounds must be

registered with the school and must display the current
parking permit as directed. Violators may be towed at the
owner's expense.

3. Parking permits are purchased from the school for
$80/year and $40 for early graduates. This may be
prorated at the end of each quarter. They may also be
purchased online through the OSP Payment Center. The
receptionist in the main office will register cars and
distribute parking permits during the school year..
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4. There is a fee to replace a lost permit, see the receptionist
in the main office.

5. Students are to park only in their designated spaces in the
student parking areas--not in spaces designated for the
staff or visitors.

6. Students should keep their vehicles locked while on school
grounds. The school is not responsible for the vehicles or
their content.

7. Student’s vehicles are subject to being searched if there are
reasonable grounds to believe that drugs, alcohol,
weapons, stolen property, or other contraband might be
present.

8. There is to be no loitering in the parking lots, nor are
students allowed in these areas during the day without a
pass from the office.

9. There will be NO SPEEDING or any form of RECKLESS
DRIVING on the school grounds. Violation of these rules
may result in the suspension of parking privileges.

10. There will be no passing of cars in the entrance/exit lanes.
11. Upon entering the campus, the volume of all stereos

should be reduced so that they cannot be heard outside of
the vehicle.

12. Seat belts must be worn at all times!
13. Excessive tardies and/or unexcused absences may

result in the suspension of driving privileges.
Please know there is no refund if a student loses his/her parking
permit due to violation of any JCPS Board policy or WJHS
school policy.

DRESS CODE
JCPS Policy:   Student Dress and Appearance

The Johnston County Board of Education respects a student's
right to choose his or her style of dress or appearance.  However,
students are expected to adhere to standards of cleanliness and
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dress that are compatible with the requirement of a good school
environment.  If a student's dress or lack of cleanliness constitutes
a threat to health or safety, the principal or designee may require
the student and student's parent or guardian to take appropriate
action to remedy the situation.  In addition, if a student's dress or
appearance is so unusual, inappropriate or lacking in cleanliness
that it clearly disrupts class or learning activities, the student may
be required to change his or her dress or appearance.

Student violations of this policy shall be handled by the principal
or designee.

First violation:  The student shall be asked to remove or correct
the inappropriate item and the parents/guardians will be notified.

Repeated violations may result in consequences including parent
contact, and other disciplinary actions as described in Policy
4304.

Principals will maintain guidelines to assist students in
determining appropriate dress and appearance for school, copies
of which will be made available to parents and students.  Items
listed below shall be included in all school guidelines and shall
apply to all students.  Reasonable accommodation will be made
by the school principal or designee for those students who,
because of a sincerely held religious belief, cultural heritage, or
medical reason, request a waiver of a particular guideline for dress
or appearance.

Reasonable accommodations shall be made by the principal to
accommodate students involved in special duties, activities, or
projects approved by the school.  This would include but not be
limited to:  athletics, vocational classes and projects, special
events, or other activities that would allow for non-conforming
dress on a school campus.

● Clothing must be age appropriate, must not be disruptive
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to the teaching-learning process, and cannot be
provocative, revealing, indecent, vulgar, or obscene.

● Hats, sweatbands, bandannas, or sunglasses will not be
worn inside the school buildings.

● Shorts may be no higher than mid-thigh.
● Skirts and dresses must be no higher than mid-thigh.
● Dresses, shirts and blouses may not be tank top, spaghetti

straps or strapless.  Shirts and blouses must cover the waist
and midriff and go past the waistline. Leggings should be
worn with a tunic/top that reaches at least the mid-thigh.

● Clothing will not be allowed which promotes alcoholic
beverages, tobacco, or the use of controlled substances,
depicts violence, is of a sexual nature, or is of a disruptive
nature.

● No sagging pants are allowed.
● Proper footwear is required at all times which is safe and

does not cause a substantial disruption to the academic
integrity of the school day.  Shoes that have laces must fit,
be laced and tied.

● Clothing is not to be sheer or mesh. Undergarments are not
to be visible.

● Clothing must be worn appropriately i.e., belts must be
buckled and worn at the waist line, etc.

● Tight clothing such as knit or spandex bicycle/biker pants
is not allowed.

● Clothing articles and/or jewelry commonly recognized as
being related to a group or gang, which provokes others to
act violently or be intimidated by fear of violence, shall
not be worn on the campus or at any school activity.
These items include but are not limited to:  gloves,
bandanas, cut off pants with knee-high socks, unhooked
bib overalls, multi-colored shoe strings, wrist bands, hats,
hair nets, excessively long belts, belt buckles stamped with
a letter, "in memory of" shirts, and professional teams'
clothing which is recognized as gang affiliation.

● Any attire that is prohibited by Policy Code: 4328 Gang
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and Gang Related Activity is prohibited.
● No jewelry or accessories shall be worn by a student that

would constitute a threat to the health or safety of the
student or other students.  No jewelry or accessories shall
be worn by a student that could cause or could reasonably
be thought to cause a substantial disruption of the learning
environment.

Legal References: G.S. 115C-36, -47, -288, -307, -391(a) - (c)

Adopted: June 13, 2000

Amended: May 13, 2003; August 2, 2011; August 13, 2019,
October 8, 2019

USE OF THE GYMNASIUM & ATHLETIC FIELDS
The gymnasiums and athletic fields are off limits to students
except during organized gym classes and during supervised
activities. The locker rooms are not to be used except by members
of organized teams or physical education students. Due to the
possibility of theft you are highly encouraged to purchase or bring
a lock for your locker during your PE class or team activity.
Students caught in the gym/locker room area without
authorization or in the possession of stolen items will face
disciplinary consequences and/or prosecution.

ATHLETIC TEAMS
All students are encouraged to participate in any of our athletic
programs as long as they meet requirements set forth by the
Johnston County School Board and the North Carolina High
School Athletic Association. WJHS players must maintain a 91%
attendance rate in addition to passing all course work.

21

http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=36
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=47
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=288
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=307
http://redirector.microscribepub.com/?cat=stat&loc=nc&id=115c&spec=391


Varsity & JV Football Varsity & JV Girls Volleyball

Varsity & JV Girls Soccer Varsity & JV Boys Soccer

Varsity & JV Boys Basketball Varsity & JV Girls Basketball

Varsity & JV Softball Varsity & JV Baseball

Girl’s Tennis Boy’s Tennis

Girl’s Track & Field Boy’s Track & Field

Girl’s Tennis Boy’s Tennis

Girl’s Golf Boys Golf

Gymnastics Wrestling

Cross Country Swimming

Winter/Indoor  Track Varsity & JV Cheerleading

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES AND ABSENCES
For a student to participate in school-sponsored activities, he/she
must be in school at least half of that school day. If he/she is not
in school he/she cannot take part in any activity, practices, or
attend an event. If a student is assigned a detention or
suspension, he/she may not practice or play on that day
(Including ISS). Students must exit the campus by 2:30 pm
unless they are participating in a supervised school activity.
Loitering after school is not permitted.

The opportunity to participate in any “extracurricular” activity
is a privilege and is subject to suspension if a student is not in
good standing. Good standing is determined by all of your
teachers. If there are problems with grades, attendance, and
discipline you may not be eligible to participate in any
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extracurricular activity.

GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING VISITORS
West Johnston High School is a closed campus. Students are
not to invite other people to visit during the school year. All
visitors are to report to the main office upon arriving on campus
to receive a visitor permit. Any individual on campus without
authorization will be asked to leave the campus immediately and
may face trespassing charges.

CAFETERIA
The cafeteria is open on a daily basis for use by all students and
faculty. Food purchased in the cafeteria may not be eaten in
the hallway. Students must have their ID cards with them
everyday in order to keep the lines moving as quickly as possible.
Students are not allowed to take their book bags through the lunch
lines. In addition, Students are responsible for cleaning their table
and disposing of their trash properly. Students are not allowed to
bring in fast food, or have it delivered. Failure to comply with
these rules will result in disciplinary consequences.

LOCKERS
Each student who wishes to use a locker will be assigned one by
Administration. Lockers will be checked at the end of the school
year to ensure that they are clean and in good condition. Stickers,
graffiti, etc. are not to be put on or inside any locker. Lockers are
the property of Johnston County Schools and are subject to
periodic inspection by school officials. School administrators
may open lockers without student consent. Every student is
responsible for the contents of his or her own locker. Anything
found in the locker will be the responsibility of the student to
whom the locker is assigned. Sharing of lockers is not
permitted!
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LOSS OF PROPERTY
Students who lose any school property, textbooks or otherwise,
will be charged the fair price of such property. Students who owe
money for any school property will not be allowed to participate
in extracurricular activities. This includes athletics, band, prom
etc. Anytime a student’s textbooks are found they will be turned
into Lost and Found. Students will have to go to Lost and Found
to reclaim his/her book(s) or property. Lost and Found is located
in the front office.

MEDIA CENTER
HOURS:  Monday – Friday 6:45 am – 2:45 pm

Students are encouraged to use the media center to read, do
research, work quietly, etc. Students are permitted to use the
Media Center before and after school as well as during their
assigned lunch period. Students will not be charged a late fee for
overdue books, however they will incur fines if materials are
returned damaged or lost. Students are expected to clear fines
promptly.

Students are encouraged to visit the library to read, get homework
help, study, do research work, check out or return books, etc. No
student will be admitted during class time without a library
pass from his/her teacher. Anyone wishing to use the Internet
must first complete the JCS Internet Guidelines/Contract, and
both student and parent/guardian must sign this form.

STUDENT SERVICES
The Student Services Department of West Johnston High School
strives to serve the student as an individual by helping him/her to
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develop a realistic self-concept, to understand his/her abilities,
interests and aptitudes, and to make appropriate choices and
adjustments. The department includes School Counselors, Career
Development Coordinator, Testing Coordinator, a Student
Advocate, the Registrar, the Power School Data Manager, and
various itinerant personnel.

Parents or guardians have the right to inspect and review all
records and files directly related to their child who is under the
age of eighteen and/or who is dependent under the tax law. If you
wish to review these records, please make an appointment with
the school counselor and/or the principal.

Remember, the purpose of the Student Services Department is to
provide the student with information and assistance that will help
him/her make good choices. Guidance is not telling a student what
he/she must do about a problem. It is providing him/her with
information and helping him/her to make wise decisions.

Counselor Request Form

MAINTENANCE & REVIEW OF STUDENT
RECORDS

All records will be kept up-to-date and tended with appropriate
measures of security and confidentiality. An inspection log will be
placed in every student record folder for the purpose of recording
the names of all individuals reviewing the folder as well as the
reason for the review.

1. A parent or guardian will be allowed access to all records
of his/her child upon proper request.

2. A student who has attained his/her 18th birthday will have
access to his/her records upon proper request.

3. A formal review of a student’s complete records will be
conducted only in the presence of or by a principal or
school counselor.

4. A parent, guardian, or student who has attained the age of
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18 will have the right to challenge an item believed to be
inaccurate or inappropriate which is contained in the
student record.

5. The principal will examine a formal challenge of a
student’s record item and make the initial response.
Subsequent steps, if necessary, will be identified in
procedures set forth by the superintendent.

ADMINISTERING MEDICINE TO STUDENTS
Administering Medicine to Students
Grades 9 – 12
Pursuant of N.C.G.S. 115-307 ©, school employees may administer medication
prescribed by a doctor upon written request of the parents or guardians.
Prescription medication administered during school hours by school personnel
should be kept to a minimum. Because of the concern of the Johnston County
Board of Education about drugs, drug abuse, and possible distribution of
prescription medication, this policy is formulated with the intent of centralizing
the administration by school personnel of prescription medicine, which is also a
controlled substance as defined in N.C.G.S. Chapter 90. This policy further
recognizes the need for teachers and their assistants to be able to concentrate on
their jobs of educating our children in an orderly setting without interruption
and utilizing the teacher’s in-class time to maximize the teaching of students.
Only school personnel, parents, or guardians will be allowed to administer
substance prescription medicine to the student. Self-medication of other
prescription medication and over-the-counter medication is allowed.

A. Medications administered by school personnel during school hours
must be prescribed by a physician, or co-signed by one. Federal
legend or controlled substance prescription medication will only be
administered by school personnel upon a doctor’s certificate that the
prescription medicine must be dispensed during school hours. Federal
legend or controlled substance prescription medication should be
delivered in its original container by the parent or guardian to the
school with the complete request for medication form signed by a
physician. It is the parent or guardian’s responsibility to alert school
personnel to any possible adverse reaction to prescription medication
and place it on file at the school authorization to administer
prescription medication by school personnel.

B. Federal legend or controlled substance prescription medication will be
dispensed from a central location, not a classroom, so designated by
the principal of each school. It is the responsibility of the school
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administration to see that the medications are kept locked in a central
secure location (except for prescription medications requiring
refrigeration), designate two or more persons for administration and
security of prescription medications, and designate staff to maintain
proper documentation of the time and dosage of prescription
medications given on Johnston County Schools Prescription
Medication Form. The completed prescription medication form should
be maintained through the end for the school year. All medicines will
be in the original container. No Teacher, assistant teacher, or volunteer
will administer any prescription medication within the classroom
setting except in self-contained exceptional children’s classrooms
where it would be impractical to send student to the office, or in a
regular classroom where the principal and teacher agree, in an
individual case, that a specific student would be better served by
classroom medication.

C. At the end of the school year any medication not picked up by the
parent or guardian will be destroyed.

D. A confidential medication log will be maintained on each child
receiving medication.

E. No school personnel will dispense any parent-provided,
over-the-counter medicine without the consent of the parent or
guardian.

F. School personnel may not administer any medication except that
provided by the parent.

G. Principals will provide staff development on the importance of
administering medications in a manner to insure the privacy of the
student as much as possible.

H. Principals will develop procedures to ensure that students and parents
are informed of this policy at the beginning of each year.

I. School personnel designated to administer medications during school
hours will be trained by the school nurse.

Asthma –Any student with an asthma diagnosis who needs an inhaler at school
must have a written asthma action plan from the student’s health care
practitioner. (GS 115C-375.2)
Diabetes – Senate Bill 911 addresses the need for a Diabetes Care Plan written
by the student’s health care practitioner for all students with diabetes. The
parent or guardian is responsible for having this care plan and any diabetic
supplies necessary in place prior to the student beginning the school year.
Medication Policy – All medications administered in Johnston County
Schools, whether over-the-counter or by health care provider prescription, must
be authorized in writing by a health care provider. All medications
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administered by school personnel must have a written request/permission
signed by the parent or legal guardian. (GS 115C-307).
Immunizations:
North Carolina General Statute (GS) 130A-152 requires “every child present in
this state '' to be immunized against certain diseases, according to a timeline
that is established by the state Commission for Health Services and published
in the North Carolina Administrative Code (NCAC).
Parents/Guardians are advised to contact their local health care provider or the
Johnston County Health Department for more information concerning any
immunizations.
Tdap Vaccine – A booster dose of tetanus/diphtheria/pertussis vaccine is
required for all children before entering 6th grade that are enrolled in public
school if five years or more have passed since the last dose of
tetanus-containing vaccine.
Human Papillomavirus – Vaccines are available for young girls to prevent the
spread of this virus that is a known precursor to cervical cancer
Influenza – The flu vaccine prevents the flu, a common and highly contagious
disease that can cause serious illness, and even death. The peak season for flu is
November through April. The ideal time for students to get a flu shot is
October.
Meningitis –A rare but sometimes deadly disease which strikes
adolescents and young adults. Vaccination can prevent most cases of the
disease and is recommended for children and adolescents 11 through 18 years
of age
Head Lice – Johnston County School Policy affirms a “no nit” policy. Students
who have been excluded from school due to the presence of head lice or nits
will not be allowed to return to school until they are lice and nit free.

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

CURRICULUM/BLOCK SCHEDULE
In all high schools, the academic year is organized into two
semesters: fall term and spring term. The school day is built
around four 90-minute instructional periods per semester. In most
cases, a student completes four courses and earns one unit of
credit per course at the end of fall term. The student then enrolls
in four different courses (for one unit of credit each) for the spring
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term. Students have the opportunity to earn eight units of credit
during one academic year upon successful completion of all
course requirements. 2022-23 School Calendar

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Policy Code: 3450 Graduation Requirements

LATIN HONORS
Policy Code: 3465 Latin Honors Diploma
Johnston County Public Schools uses the Latin Honors system to
recognize academic achievement. Johnston County Public
Schools recognizes class rankings as one method of measuring
academic performance. In accordance with General Statute
116-11(10a), high school principals shall provide a compilation of
class rankings to be listed on student transcripts. Principals will
make class rank information available periodically to students and
their parents or guardians, and to other institutions at the request
of the student or the student’s parent or guardian.

Students earning a GPA between 3.750 - 3.999 will receive
cum laude distinction.
Students earning a GPA between 4.000 - 4.249 will receive
magna cum laude distinction.
Students earning a GPA of 4.250 or greater will receive
summa cum laude distinction.

Legal Reference(s): G.S. 115C-36 and G.S. 116-11(10a)
Adopted: November 9, 2004
Amended: April 10, 2012, August 11, 2015, September 11, 2018

PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS
For students entering grade 9 in 2009-2010 and beyond:
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Sophomore Successful completion of 6 credits

Junior Successful completion of English I and 12
additional credits, 1 of which must be a math

Senior Successful completion of English I, English
II and 18 additional credits, 2 of which must
be math

2022-23 West Johnston High School Course Catalog

ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY

NORTH CAROLINA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION SCHOLASTIC REQUIREMENTS
To be eligible for high school athletic participation, a student must
have met promotion standards set forth by the Board of
Education, passed a minimum three courses for schools on the
block format. Teacher assistance, office assistance, library
assistance, or laboratory assistance cannot count as one of the
courses passed for eligibility. Participation in interscholastic
athletics is open to any student in Johnston County who is
properly enrolled in the system and meets the requirements as
mandated by the North Carolina High School Athletic
Association.

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION ADMISSIONS
REQUIREMENTS

Any student who plans to continue his/her education beyond high
school in a technical school, community college, or four year
college or university should select courses that provide for
meeting the admissions requirements of that institution. The
admissions requirements of colleges and universities differ
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widely, so it is important that the student determine admissions
requirements for the school in which he/she is interested.
Information for this purpose is available in the school guidance
office, in the high school library, and from the admissions offices
of post-secondary schools.

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SYSTEM

There are 16 public universities in the North Carolina University
system: Appalachian State University, East Carolina University,
Elizabeth City State University, Fayetteville State University,
North Carolina A&T State University, North Carolina Central
University, North Carolina School of Arts, North Carolina State
University, UNC Pembroke, UNC-Asheville, UNC-Chapel Hill,
UNC Charlotte, UNC-Greensboro, UNC-Wilmington, Western
Carolina University, and Winston-Salem State University.

MINIMUM ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
To enroll in any one of the sixteen public universities that make
up the University of North Carolina, applicants must meet the
following requirements:

· In English, four course units emphasizing grammar,
composition, and literature;

· In mathematics, four course units including Algebra I(CC
Math I), Geometry (CC Math II), and Algebra II (CC Math
III) or a higher level mathematics course for which Algebra II
(CC Math III) is a prerequisite;

· In science, three course units including at least one unit in a
life or .biological science (for example, Biology); and one unit
in a physical science (for example, Physical Science,
Chemistry, Physics), and Earth/Environmental Science;

· In social studies, three course units including one unit in
World Studies, one unit in US History, and one unit in Civics
and Economics;
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· In world language, two course units in the same language;
· In addition, it is recommended that he or she take one world
language course unit and one mathematics course unit in grade
12;

· Minimum admissions requirement for Fall 2021 (Covid time
limited provision): 2.5 high school GPA, 1010 SAT score
combined critical reading and math, or 19 ACT Composite

Students should be aware that these are minimum general
requirements for most colleges and all public universities in the
UNC system. Colleges are increasingly seeking the most qualified
applicants. Serious students who wish to maximize their chances
for admission to the college of their choice should pursue a more
rigorous program. Specifically, the course of study in grades 9-12
should include English, social studies and science as noted above,
but should be expanded to include 4 units in math, 4 units in
science, and 3 or more units in a world language.

See your counselor to inquire about admissions requirements for
specific schools. Discuss your plans with your parents and school
officials. Four-year institutions may require other courses in
addition to the minimum requirements.

CALCULATING WEIGHTED GRADE POINT
AVERAGE (GPA) & CLASS RANK

The calculations are based on a standardization of
· Academic course levels
· Grading scales
· The weighting of course grades.

The class rank is based on a weighted grade point average in
which a single (1) quality point or weight is added to passing
grades earned in honors courses or two (2) quality points are
added to passing grades earned in advanced placement courses.
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A B C D F

Standard 4 3 2 1 0

Honors
(+.5
point)

4.5 3.5 2.5 1.5 0

AP
/CCP*
(+1
point)

5 4 3 2 0

ACADEMIC COURSE LEVELS AND
ASSOCIATED WEIGHTS

· Standard (S) - Course content, pace, and academic rigor follow
standards specified by the North Carolina Standard Course of
Study with occasional content enrichment where appropriate. This
course provides credit toward a High School Diploma and
requires the End-of- Course test where available.
· Honors (H) - Course content, pace, and academic rigor put high
expectations on the student and surpasses standards specified by
the North Carolina Standard
Course of Study. Such courses demand a greater independence
and responsibility. These courses provide credit toward a High
School diploma and require an End-of- Course test where
available. The state weighting system adds the equivalent of one
quality point to the grade earned in such courses. The North
Carolina Department of Public Instruction amended the standards
for honors courses effective with the school year 2006-07.
Courses offering honors weight require a curriculum written and
approved by Johnston County Schools.
· Advanced Placement (AP) - Course content, pace, and
academic rigor is college level as prescribed by the College Board
and is geared toward enabling students to pass the AP test and
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thereby possibly earning college credit. An AP course provides
credit toward a high school diploma, and an end-of-course test is
required if one is offered in the subject. The State Weighting
System adds the equivalent of two quality points to the grade
earned in the AP course. AP students are required to take the
AP exam.
· Career & College Promise (CCP)* - These courses follow the
content, pace, and academic rigor as prescribed by North Carolina
Community Colleges. Each CCP course worth 3 or more credit
hours can also provide a credit toward a high school diploma.
CCP courses on the CTE pathway are valued at 4 quality points;
courses on the college transfer pathway are valued at 5 quality
points.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM
The Advanced Placement Program is an academic program of
college-level courses and examinations for secondary school
students. The College Board sponsors the Advanced Placement
Program, which offers students the opportunity to pursue
college-level studies while still in high school and to possibly
receive college credit.

The curriculum of an Advanced Placement course is challenging
and requires more effort and homework on the part of the student
than a standard or honors high school course. It gives greater
opportunity for individual progress and accomplishment and goes
into greater depth with the academic material of each individual
course. The real educational value of this program is that students
develop critical thinking skills, fluid writing abilities, and
problem-solving skills. AP students learn to deal with strenuous,
traditional academic settings and ultimately achieve at high levels.

It is recommended that students take no more than two Advanced
Placement courses in a single school year. Those enrolled in
Advanced Placement courses must take the AP exam. The parents
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are responsible for the initial payment for each AP exam, though
Johnston County Schools will reimburse students who earn a
score of 3 or higher for the cost of that exam.

RECOMMENDED CRITERIA FOR THE ADVANCED
PLACEMENT PROGRAM

· Student motivation and commitment to complete the course
· Student understanding of what is expected in an Advanced
Placement course
· Student’s overall GPA indicates high achievement (B’s or better
in core academic courses)
· Student should have PSAT/NMSQT or SAT score of 50
percentile or higher
· Student should have appropriate skills in reading and writing
· Student must have completion of prerequisite courses where
applicable
· Students must have successful past performance in courses in
the same subject area.

GENERAL INFORMATION ON COURSE
OFFERINGS

Course offerings in Johnston County high schools are
comprehensive and are designed to help all students develop their
maximum potential. Courses differ in instructional aims in order
to provide for varying student career and academic aspirations. In
keeping with a commitment to excellence, all students are
encouraged to select challenging courses that allow them to
pursue their individual interests. A system of open enrollment
through informed choice is used. The following criteria are used
to inform and counsel students and parents in selecting the
appropriate level of course difficulty:

· Grades
· Prerequisites
· Recommendations
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Grades – Honors and AP level courses allow students to explore
topics in more depth than in regular preparatory courses. The
emphasis in an Honors or AP level course is on discovery and
inquiry learning, the utilization of research skills, and higher-level
thinking skills as related to the specific course content. Students
who register for Honors or AP level courses are making a
commitment to higher standards. In general, students are expected
to earn A’s and B’s in prerequisite courses to move on to Honors
or AP level courses. If there are any questions about a student’s
ability to handle these rigorous courses, an appointment with the
counselor is recommended.

Prerequisites – Some courses must be passed in a logical
sequence; therefore, students must adhere to the designated
prerequisites. Give attention to the listed prerequisites and
suggested grade levels of all courses, as students are not permitted
to enroll in the second year of any course until they have
successfully completed the first year of the course. Courses for
which no prerequisites are listed have no prerequisite requirement.

Recommendations – In addition to or in lieu of prerequisites,
specific departmental recommendations are listed for certain
courses. While these recommendations do not limit one’s decision
to enroll, the criteria are based on a professional assessment of
characteristics of students who are generally successful in these
courses. These recommendations should be carefully considered
during registration.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Under state regulations, all students must be engaged in
instruction or in a course-related activity for at least 1000 hours
and for 180 days during a school year. Also, in order to receive
one unit of credit for a course, a student must receive 135 hours of
instruction per course. To meet these requirements, every student
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must register for a full course load plus alternates. Please
complete your registration carefully. The courses you select will
be the basis for the school-wide schedule for the coming year. If
you have questions or concerns regarding course selections, now
is the time to address them, as you will not be allowed to change
your course selections next August or January except under highly
extenuating circumstances. All course offerings are subject to
teacher allotment and a minimum class size.

2022-23 West Johnston High School Course Catalog

SCHEDULE CHANGES
Much attention is given to careful course selection and creation of
a master schedule that allows the greatest number of students the
be placed in the courses they requested. Therefore, following the
completion of registration, schedule changes will be limited. By
state regulation, a drop/add period can only occur within the first
10 days for a block-scheduled school. For Johnston Community
College courses, drop/add can only occur within the first three
calendar days of the college semester. Any student wishing to
make a revision in his/her schedule will be considered:

· If the student wishes to attempt to balance his/her academic
load. These requests will be considered on a “space available”
basis.
· If the student has out of sequence courses (Ex: Level II
before Level I) or a hole in their schedule.
· If the student is scheduled for a course they have already
successfully completed.
· If the student is a senior and is missing a graduation
requirement.

Students who enroll in an honors or advanced placement course
have made a commitment. They will not be able to drop an honors
section and transfer to a regular section of the same course except
for extenuating circumstances. Because honors sections will
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require additional work, the decision to enroll in them should be
made with care. Regular sections of courses for which there are
honors options are geared to meet College Preparation and Future
Ready Core requirements.
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